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Right to Life - LIFESPAN
Celebration of Life

Dinner & Auction
Guest Speaker

Emily Compagno
Co-host of Fox News program

“Outnumbered”

An attorney, best selling author,
pro-life advocate, former

Oakland Raiders Cheerleader

Tuesday May 5, 2026 
5:30p Silent Auction

6:45p Dinner

For more info:
248-816-1546

oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org
miLIFESPAN.org

San Marino Club, Troy

There may be other dinners in the area but THIS is the ONLY one
that benefits LIFESPAN, your local prolife organization”.



Good News from Capitol Hill!

By National Right to Life Committee

     The U.S. House of Representatives has passed H.R. 6945,
the Supporting Pregnant and Parenting Women and Families
Act, with strong bipartisan support. This important legislation
was introduced by Rep. Michelle Fischbach (R-MN) and
reflects a growing, bipartisan commitment to ensuring that
women are supported, not sidelined, during pregnancy and
motherhood.

      H.R. 6945 protects pregnancy resource centers by
ensuring they are not unfairly denied access to federal grant
funding, allowing them to continue providing vital support to
women, children, and families. We are grateful to Rep
Fischbach's efforts to ensure that no woman feels pressured to
choose abortion because she lacks support or assistance. The
bipartisan vote in the House sends a clear message:
supporting women and their children is something Americans
of good will can agree on.

NRLC, January 21, 2026
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      Now, the bill moves to the U.S. Senate. We are so
grateful to those who put aside party to make sure this bill
advances. Supporting pregnant and parenting women is not
partisan. Today the House showed that it is a priority for all
Americans. We are hopeful that senators on both sides of the
aisle will follow the House’s lead and pass this commonsense,
compassionate legislation into law.

     Thank you for your continued prayers, advocacy, and
support. Together, we are making real progress toward a
culture that values both mother and child.

     We will keep you updated as H.R. 6945 advances in the
Senate.
  

The Wayne Chapter Youth Director leads LIFESPAN’s Generation Truth youth program
within the Chapter. The Youth Director reports to the Wayne Chapter Director and
collaborates with the Oakland/Macomb Youth Director. It offers the opportunity to

minister to young people, build relationships, and serve the pro-life cause.

Help Wanted: 
Right to Life - LIFESPAN 

Wayne County Youth Director

Job Description: 
     • Continually works to increase youth involvement by contacting and forming relationships with schools,
           church leaders, youth directors, students, parents, and home school programs/families. 
     • Builds and maintains the Chapter Youth database. 
     • Reports at Chapter Board of Directors Meetings. 
     • Plans and implements programs to educate the Youth and those who work with the Youth on pro-life       
          issues and principles through activities such as the Be the Change pro-life training event, Pro-Life 
          Chalk Days, and Movement in Motion Bus Trip to the National March for Life in DC.

This is a Part-Time Position averaging 10
hours/week, starting at $15/hour

To apply, please send your resume to: Wayne Chapter Director Tim
Pruse at tpruse@milifespan.org or call 734-422-6230 with inquiries.

mailto:tpruse@milifespan.org
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Movement in Motion 2026: Bus Trip to March for Life

Wreath Laying Ceremony - Flowers from Ava’s Florist in Alexandria, VA
Roberto & Marianna

Moses/Grindlay Family

Nick & Maddie

Our family would like to thank the LIFESPAN team for offering us the
opportunity to attend the DC March for Life! The placing of the wreath
was a beautiful parallel reflecting on the Unknown Soldier who fought
to defend the unknown baby! In Christ, the Schneider Family

Oh my gosh, this weekend was incredible! I
loved all of it! I loved hanging out with
everyone and being able to actually march in
DC (instead of just watching it on tv)! It was
such an amazing feeling. I felt the Holy Spirit
and I will remember this trip for the rest of my
life! Thank you for everything Mrs. Gura and
LIFESPAN and our amazing Chaperones!
Hopefully, I'll be back next year! Maddie

Visiting the
Vietnam
Memorial

This trip was truly surreal! It opened my eyes to recognize that as
Catholics, we are called to stick up for our own beliefs. I saw God's love in
the way everyone showed up for each other - being patient, encouraging,
and open, even when things were uncomfortable or tiring. I loved it and
had never experienced anything like it. I would love to come again! God is
so good! Chloe

Theme of 2026
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     National Right to Life recently published its annual
report The Status of Abortion in the United States
2026. There are a few key takeaways. Chemical
abortions now account for greater than 63% of all
abortions in the United States and most chemical
abortions now occur via mail-order pills shipped into all
states regardless of local legality. Out of multiple recent
quality studies, the lowest percentage of women visiting
the Emergency Room due to complications following
chemical abortion in recent studies is 4.7%. As of
January 2026, 19 states enforce protections for the
preborn at or before 12 weeks gestation whearas10
states (including Michigan) enshrine abortion in state
constitutions, and 17 states support abortion regimes
through legislation or state court rulings. 2026 is the
50  anniversary for the Hyde Amendment, which is
renewed annually by U.S. Congress to prohibit direct
Federal funding of abortion. The Hyde Amendment has
saved an estimated 2.6 million lives over the past 50
years. The Mexico City Policy banning U.S. taxpayer
support of abortion internationally applies to the largest
amount of foreign aid dollars in history thanks to the
current Administration. View the full report yourself at
https://nrlc.org.
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Do the young women in your life know that you
would love and support them unconditionally to

bring a child into the world whatever the
circumstances of an unplanned pregnancy?
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LIFESPAN Chapter News

   While reading over the impressions that our young
people shared about their trip to Washington DC for the
March for Life, I saw a comment made by one of the
students. This student attended the many gatherings
available to the marchers and said the following. The
speaker said, “If you woke up tomorrow with only what
you thanked God for today, what would you have?” The
planning and logistics for sending our youth to this
march are beyond belief. It is time-consuming,
confusing, and often frustrating but if only one of our
students can come home having heard something so
simple yet so profound, it is time and effort well spent.
Thank you to all who helped make this possible!

Reflections on the March

1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G, Troy, MI 48084-3540
Phone: 248-816-1546  •  Email: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org

Office Hours: M-F: 9:30a - 2p; T-W-Th: 8a - 3p
Diane Trombley, Director

Lynn Gura, Office Staff/Youth Director

32540 Schoolcraft Rd., Ste. 210, Livonia, MI 48150
Phone: 734-422-6230  •  Email: wcdr@rtl-lifespan.org

Office Hours: M-W-Th: 9a- 3p; T-F: Closed
Timothy Pruse, Director

Andrew Slonina, Office Manager

The Status of Abortion in the United States

     If you spend any time on social media, you will
know all too soon that the reporting of the truth of
issues, events etc. depends largely on who is doing the
reporting! To say it is difficult to decide what is or was
actually happening. If you hear or read something that
is questionable about abortion, euthanasia, the abortion
pills, etc., PLEASE give us a call—first to let us know
about it and secondly so that we can do our best to
make sure correct information is presented. You never
know how many people see or read an article or a post
on social media, but we want to be sure that the
information on our media outlets is as accurate as
possible.
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March is Busy
     March has a number of important events to
remember. Our Volunteer Luncheon is the Saturday,
March 14 . If you, or know of others, have been the
backbone of our efforts, please plan to come and let us
thank you. Just call the office and let us know by March
7  so can count you in!!

th

th

Is it Really the New?

https://nrlc.org/


Dear fellow Pro-Life Advocates,

We are currently getting registrations in for our
upcoming 7th annual Be the Change training event that
will take place on Saturday, March 21st in two
different locations at the same time. Thanks to our
friends at Protect Life Michigan, we have four
speakers/trainers for the event - Joseph Tuski and
Florence Brighton will be at the Sterling Heights
location and Haili Gusa and Dominic Hoving will be at
the Livonia location. Dominic is our youngest
speaker/trainer. He is a senior in high school and the
president of the school pro-life club. To register go to:
https://righttolifelifespan.regfox.com
/2026-be-the-change-event

The National Pro-Life Chalk Day is March 17th. If you
participate and wouldn't mind us sharing your
drawings, please send to oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org and
put in the subject line: Chalk Day. We can put them in
the next Newsletter!

If you haven’t already seen page 3, check it out. Our
Movement in Motion Bus Trip to the March for Life
was a success again in 2026! All those who participate
in the trip always have wonderful stories and pictures
to share!

     A person can donate diapers, purchase baby clothes
(with Kohl's cash!), buy a case of baby wash, donate a
basket for the auction and stop in our office weekly with
a story to tell or a hug to give.
     A dear friend of ours, Don Mackercher, did just that.
He passed away before Christmas and will be dearly
missed. Along with his sweet wife, Joan, they not only
were special guardian angels to our babies—their days
were filled with helping senior priests, nuns, the hungry
and so many others.
     We extend our sympathy to his large family who he
was so proud of and to Joan, his wife, our dear friend,
who he adored. We know that he will be “our babies"
special angel in heaven—continuing to look out for our
little ones.
     We love you, Don and Joan.

A Program of Right to Life - LIFESPAN Ed Fund
32540 Schoolcraft Rd., Ste. 100, Livonia, MI 48150-4305
Phone: 734-524-0165  •  Office Hours: By Appointment

Karen Patrosso, Director

WHAT ONE PERSON CAN DO....

Love, Karen

All material & monetary donations to Wee Care are tax-
deductible. Checks must be made payable to Right to Life -

LIFESPAN Educational Fund

A Program of Right to Life - LIFESPAN Ed Fund
Phone: 248-816-1546  •  Email: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org

Lynn A. Gura
Youth Director for
LIFESPAN Ed. Fund

X:
@RTLLIFESPAN

Instagram:
@miLIFESPAN

Facebook:
@MichiganLIFESPAN
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What One Person Can Do -

https://righttolifelifespan.regfox.com/2026-be-the-change-event
https://righttolifelifespan.regfox.com/2026-be-the-change-event
mailto:oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org
mailto:oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org
mailto:oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org


     Freedom of religion is on the ropes in increasingly
authoritarian Canada — despite a specific charter guarantee
of “freedom of religion and conscience.” Indeed, an Ontario
court ruled previously that doctors can be coerced under
threat of professional discipline to perform lethal jabs or
abortions against their religious beliefs and conscience
objections. Why? The court ruled that the unenumerated
right of patients to receive any legal procedure paid for by
the government superseded the specific charter protection.
If doctors don’t want to kill, the court also ruled, they can
either provide an “effective referral” — meaning soliciting a
doctor known to be willing to kill — or get out of medicine.

     Now, in British Columbia, the family of a euthanized
woman, who was forced to leave a Catholic hospital to be
killed, is seeking to compel Catholic hospitals to permit
euthanasia on their premises — despite it being utterly
contrary to Catholic moral teaching in the medical context.

From the Vancouver Sun:
O’Neill, who was admitted to the hospital in the weeks before
her death, was transferred to a hospice 25 minutes away and
her parents and her friends’s testimony will include how they
were denied the chance to be with her when she died because she
had to be sedated for the trip.Their goodbyes were rushed, they
said, and that O’Neill was sitting on a commode covered by a
blanket during their last moments with her, according to Gage’s
overview.

     So the desires of the individual should overcome the
religious beliefs of the institution. Forcing doctors or
medical institutions to participate in the intentional taking
of human life is not freedom.

More:
Her parents, Gaye and Jim O’Neill, are among the plaintiffs
suing Providence, the province and Vancouver Coastal Health
Authority on constitutional grounds, citing Section 7, which
guarantees the life, liberty and security of person, and Section 2,
which protects freedom of conscience and religion, including
none. The plaintiffs argue the Catholic institution should not
have the right to deny a legal procedure in a building partly
funded by taxpayer dollars.

     Given the current tide in Canada, I predict that the
court will rule against the hospital, forcing it to violate
Catholic teaching, close, or turn the facility over to the
government.
     
      Lest we become too smug, the same anti-medical
conscience litigation against Catholic hospitals for
refusing gender change surgeries, contraception,
abortions, and the like are happening here in the U.S —
perhaps most notably in the case against Dominion
Health in California for refusing to remove the healthy
uterus of a woman who identifies subjectively as a man.
Trial is pending in San Francisco, so I expect a large
damage award that could destroy Catholic health care in
California, which is of course what many abortion
activists, right to die activists, Democrats, and
bioethicists want.

By Wesley Smith

Canada Wants to Force Catholic Hospitals to Euthanize Patients

LifeNews.com, January 13, 2026
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Donations have been made -
In Honor of the Birthday of:
     Kay Browne
              Given by: Jerry & Diane Fagelman
                                Pat Gleason
   
In Honor & Memory of:

 
        The Living & Deceased Members of  
        the Geary & Oblak Families
                Given by: William & Carol Geary

https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/canada-court-doctors-must-euthanize-abort-or-refer/
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/lawsuit-opens-over-woman-denied-assisted-dying-at-catholic-run-vancouver-hospital
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/court-rules-catholic-hospital-can-be-sued-for-refusing-transgender-hysterectomy/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/court-rules-catholic-hospital-can-be-sued-for-refusing-transgender-hysterectomy/
https://firstthings.com/catholic-hospitals-under-attack/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/equality-acts-attack-on-religious-liberty-medical-conscience/
https://www.acton.org/religion-liberty/volume-33-number-2/medical-conscience-rights-next-civil-rights-struggle
https://www.acton.org/religion-liberty/volume-33-number-2/medical-conscience-rights-next-civil-rights-struggle


From the 
President

     I am thinking spring.  Spring arrives March 20
this year. With Spring comes the renewal of LIFE—the
rains come and wash away the debris of winter and it
gives life to the dormant plants, trees, and flowers.
Before we know it, summer and the warm sun will
penetrate the land and will nurture all plant life. It
brings food and joy to those of us watching and
experiencing this wonderful phenomenon God has
given us every year. 

th

     There is a great deal of discussion by the
environmentalists worrying and condemning actions
that will destroy this complex ecosystem. I too am
concerned about the environment, and we must all be
responsible in our own way to protect this earth that
God has given to us. Contrary to the naysayers, spring
will come every year until the end of time. Have you
noticed that those who spend a fortune on
environmental issues never speak out on the
destruction of our most valuable resource, the human
person being killed in the womb? We must never
confuse who is most important to the overall picture
and the purpose of LIFE. The Human person vs the
earth: it is not a competition. But if one had to
choose, then the human person must prevail.  
     
     Man is not the enemy of the earth, but man is
oftentimes the enemy of each other. It depends on
your spiritual beliefs. For me, man has a higher
calling, yet for others, the purpose of LIFE is beyond
comprehension, especially if you are an unbeliever.
Killing humans in the womb or at the end of life,
when productivity is low, should never be done to
save the environment. Humans, no matter how small
or how old, make this world stronger, healthier place,
and give the earth a purpose to exist. So, when you
hear an argument that man is destroying the earth,
think about what the earth would be like without
man. What purpose would it serve to save the earth
without man? 

     Be aware of those that want to determine, through a
litmus test, who should live and who should die. Call
them on their arguments. If you do not, who will?

     All Human Life matters! Without Human Life
nothing else is important!

Diane

P.S. 
I call your attention to this year’s Speaker at our
“Celebration of Life” Dinner. Emily Compagno is a
dynamic speaker who loves life to the fullest. Please
check out the flyer in our Newsletter and consider
getting a table, invite new people who may not know
LIFESPAN and our work to attend. Seats will go fast for
this event, so please sign up early.

And as always, thank you for your support.
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Assisted
Suicide or

Euthanasia 
It has been in

the news
lately. Do you
want to learn
more about it?

Attend this
Town Hall or
contact your
local Chapter
office to find

out more.
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Right to Life -LIFESPAN Membership Form Mar 2026 News

Right to Life - LIFESPAN believes that human life has value in all stages of development from conception until natural
death, and is committed to speaking on behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves - the preborn, the aged, the
incapacitated. Won’t you please help in our struggle to preserve respect for human life? A contribution brings you the
LIFESPAN News as well as educational materials and special mailings.

_____ Annual Membership         $35
_____ Student/Senior Mem.       $25
_____ Monthly Pledge                $_______
_____ Other                               $_______

_____ Platinum        $500 or more
_____ Gold               $250
_____ Silver             $100
_____ Bronze           $50

Name: __________________________________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________ City: ______________________________ State: __________ Zip: __________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please complete this form and return with your donation to: Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 32540 Schoolcraft, Ste. 100, Livonia, MI 48150.
For more information, call 734-524-0162.

Upcoming Pro-Life Events
Dinner & Auction

day of remembrance

LIFE CHAIN

5/5

9/12

10/4

LIFESPAN News

7/31 Links for Life
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10/17 Legislative Breakfast

"All life has inestimable value
—even the weakest and most
vulnerable, the sick, the old,
the unborn and the poor, are

masterpieces of God's
creation, made in his own

image, destined to live forever,
and deserving of the utmost

reverence and respect."
Pope Francis

https://www.google.com/search?q=Pope+Francis&oq=quotes+about+the+dignity+of+life&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMggIAxAAGBYYHjIICAQQABgWGB4yCAgFEAAYFhgeMggIBhAAGBYYHjINCAcQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAgQABiGAxiABBiKBTIHCAkQABjvBdIBCDg0NDdqMGo5qAIAsAIB8QWQSad331e05w&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBCDjr-IKHsa2zH6oQ69BWE86wucTyINCLcNuZXhsBGI8d5CA3bGVkBDa-CaWb5eS52N_AEoYkdLBLgPouHPsRDtuuei9x7zHOBjQVJW_hCEn9ryTwEEwtAjIIZuBJAiS1lp9TVYq7upfBg7ZCcTiOe9toVM9Pg_Dl8NrhhFKiBOh_oKPHpNhItTxh2vLYGpEDzePxjTDFBTkWBK7qv1y2rNhYQF15659KIbCEycv_5ZjnZK6M2w6IE1W03ORp7RILAZrQ4e6SdRZ_Qzv3c5TbqjZN26sf3Pp8fkRgdQ74dvQ&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjlyN3N1feSAxXgLUQIHaXILSsQgK4QegQIBRAD
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Coming
Up:

Our Dinner is
coming! May 5,
2026 in Troy -
with Emily
Compagno

We are still
looking for Gift
Cards for our Gift
Card Tree Raffle at
the dinner (p. 11)

Watch for Be The
Change Photos
and Comments in
the next
newsletter.


