1) By its very language, the heartbeat measure is unconstitutional.  The Supreme Court ruled in Roe v Wade that there was an absolute right to abortion and that during the first trimester (12 weeks) there could be no restrictions on that right for any reason.
2) The dismemberment measure would ban a procuedure, not an abortion. There is already a federal ban on the partial birth abortion procedure.  When forbidden to partially deliver the unborn baby and then kill it, those who perform abortions turned to a procedure in which the child is not partially delivered remains in the woman’s uterus and instruments that can cut and tear the baby’s extremities, trunk and head are introduced into the uterus and the child is literally dismembered piece by piece.

Both pieces of legislation will be challenged.  It is hoped that if the dismemberment ban is presented to the Supreme Court, the court will recognize it as a “refinement” of something they have already prohibited and uphold the ban.

If Roe v Wade falls, Michigan reverts to the abortion laws from 1937, that remain in effect, and all abortions will be forbidden making the heartbeat measure unnecessary.  Michigan is one of only 7 states that had the wisdom to maintain their previous laws after the Roe v Wade decision, hoping that the Roe v Wade decision would fall sooner rather than later, paving the way for protection of the women and babies here in Michigan.

It is important to note that there are those in our Michigan legislature that want to pass a law similar to New York and Illinois, removing all  restrictions on abortion.  Since this would be a newer law than the one from 1937, it would make the 1937 laws null and void.   This is a real danger and one we must guard against.
