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IN MEMORY OF: Bob Warner, Millie Warner, given by Diane Kurgan 

 Gillette Family, Mecha Family, given by Irene Mecha  Dan Melnyk 

Family, Larry Bradtke Family, given by Bohdan Melnyk  Jacquelyn 

Budzinski, given by Ronald Budzinski  Margaret Spas, Mr. & Mrs. Nicho-

las Spas, Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Kalder, Ms. Mary Kalder, given by Leonard Spas 

 Maureen R. Dreslinski, given by Richard Dreslinski  Mary Jamrozik, 

Anna Ducko, Rebecca Marano, Amanda Matzo, given by Gus & Hilda Mat-

zo, Debbie Crocker  Mr. & Mrs. Walter Burdis, Miss Catherine Mahoney, 

given by Catherine A. Burdis  Angela M. Calvano, Peter Riccardo, Mike 

Stack, given by Suzanne Calvano  Helen Reed, Nicholas Reed, given by 

Cecelia Brooks  Norman Tarbet, Gladys Tarbet, Barbara Tarbet, Iris Martin, given by Patricia Malicki  Paul See-

wald, James Seewald, Mary (Assunta) Camiller, given by Frank & Joanne Camiller  Cecilia Faitel, Gabriel Faitel, 

given by George & Mary Cascos  Theresa Roose, James & Grace Higgins, given by Loretta Gelhaus  The Lost Un-

born, given by a Friend of Life  Jennifer M. Wiggins, given by Michael Wiggins & Maria Putt  John & Mary 

Birosh, Margaret Bellus, given by Mr. & Mrs. Byrl Smith  Daniel Joseph Pulte, given by Julie Pulte  Nancy 

Carignan, John DeVos, given by Linda Livingston  Thomas M. Lepping, Mary M. (Balfe) Lepping, given by Jeanette 

Lepping  Keith Anthony Eddy, The Mayernik Family, given by Eileen Eddy  Richard G. Hesch, given by Mr. & 

Mrs. Russell J. Hesch  Paul F. Burger, Thomas E. Burger, Ryan Hussey, William & Gertrude Hater, Paul & Anna 

Burger, given by Mrs. Helen M. Burger  Edwin & Zetta Theisen, Robert & Paula Ervin, given by Bob & Barb Ervin 

 Jackie Martin, given by William & T.J. Fox  Sally Ehlen, given by Jenny Conely  Stephanie Bucinski, Bernadette 

Izraelski, given by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Misewicz  Jerry Klaes, given by Alden & Mary Ann Bodary  Larry Lumet-

ta, Stephanie Voss, given by Anne Lumetta  Dr. Karl Stockhausen, given by William Stockhausen  Walt Fortuna, 

given by Caroline Fortuna  Joseph Mosquera, Jr., given by Carmen Mosquera  Margaret Gibbons, Therese Tomilo, 

given by Mary Tomilo  Joseph Augustyn, Veleria Augustyn, given by Edward J. Augustyn  Barbara Walsh Da-

vies, Elsie & Stanley Walsh, given by Carol & Bob Janosko  Michael O’Connor, Patricia Zimba, given by K. O’Reilly 

 Ronald Ortopan, Paul Seewald, James Seewald, given by Ellen Ortopan  Celeste Southard, given by Colleen & 

Glenn Martin  Linus & Beulah Braunscheidel, Peter & Loretta Braun, given by Beverly Braunscheidel  James 

Wiley, Les Wiley, given by Roberta Wiley  Ed Burger, Peggy Altenburg, given by Margaret Burger  Gerry Meyer, 

Mary Cay Jones, given by Virginia F. Bergmann  William A. Kubik, given by Helen Kubik  Michael Hall, given by 

Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund 

Lights for Life Remembrances 
The following is a list of donations made in support of LIFESPAN’s Lights for Life Tree, 

which stood along I-275 at Grand River Ave., December through January. 

continued on page 6 



 

Contact Information 

President  

President Donald Trump                                  
The White House Washington, D.C. 20500 
Opinion Line: 202-456-1111, M-F, 9-5 Fax 
Number: 202-456-2461                                  
Web contact: www.whitehouse.gov/contact/                
Dear Mr. President:  

 

U.S. Senators  

The Honorable (Gary Peters, Debbie Stabenow) 
United States Senate                                         
Washington, D.C. 20510                                  
202-224-3121                                                
Website/Email: www.peters.senate.gov/         
Website/Email: www.stabenow.senate.gov/  
Dear Senator (last name):  

 

U.S. Representatives  

The Honorable (first and last name)              
House of Representatives                            
Washington, D.C. 20515                                         
202-224-3121                                                
Website/Email: www.house.gov/                     
Dear Congressman/Congresswoman (last name):  

 

Governor  

The Honorable Rick Snyder                           
P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, MI 48909                 
517-373-3400                                                
Opinion Line: 517-335-7858                         
Website: www.michigan.gov/snyder                     
Email: Rick.Snyder@michigan.gov               
Dear Governor Snyder:  

 

Michigan State Senator  

The Honorable (full name)                             
P.O. Box 30036, Lansing, MI 48909                
517-373-1837                                                          
Web contact: www.senate.mi.gov/                       
Dear Senator (last name):  

 

Michigan State Representative 

The Honorable (full name)                                   
P.O. Box 30014, Lansing, MI 48909                       
517-373-1837                                                 
Web contact: www.house.mi.gov/                 
Dear Representative (last name):  

Legislative Update 
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SAVE THESE DATE!  
PRO-LIFE EVENTS - 2018 

 

Pro-Life Luminaries:  
Sunday, January 21st 

 
Rose Ceremony at OLGC:  
Wednesday, January 24th 

 
Hockey Night Out 

Friday, February 2nd 
 

LIFESPAN Baby Shower:  
Sunday, March 11th 

 
2018 Raffle & Annual Dinner 

Tuesday, May 8th 

Networks Censor Justice Department  
Investigating Planned Parenthood 

By Katie Yoder 

T 
axpayer-funded Planned 

Parenthood is under federal 

investigation after videos 

exposed its trafficking of aborted 

baby parts. But Americans wouldn’t 

know that by watching the broadcast 

networks. 

     On Thursday night [December 7], 

The Daily Beast and Fox News broke 

the news that the Justice Department 

is investigating Planned Parenthood 

in regards to its practices with abort-

ed baby parts. 

     In a letter to the Senate Judiciary 

Committee, Justice Department As-

sistant Attorney General for Legisla-

tive Affairs Stephen Boyd requested 

“unredacted copies of records” fol-

lowing the committee’s own probe 

into America’s largest abortion pro-

vider, Planned Parenthood, and oth-

ers. 

     Boyd asked for the copies to 

“further the Department’s ability to 

conduct a thorough and comprehen-

sive assessment of” the Judiciary 

Committee’s 2016 Majority Staff Re-

port on “Human Fetal Tissue Re-

search.” 

     “At this point, the records are in-

tended for investigative use only—

we understand that a resolution 

from the Senate may be required if 

the Department were to use any of 

the unredacted materials in a formal 

legal proceeding, such as a grand 

jury,” Boyd wrote. 

     Last month, rumors began swirl-

ing after The Hill reported sources 

said the FBI sought unredacted docu-

ments from the committee after its 

chairman, Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-

IA), “referred Planned Parenthood 

and other abortion providers to the 

FBI for investigation” last December. 

     This comes after the Center for 

Medical Progress (CMP) released vid-

eos, beginning in 2015, exposing the 

trafficking aborted baby parts by 

Planned Parenthood and others in the 

name of research. According to CMP, 

federal law “strongly prohibits the 

sale or purchase of aborted fetal tis-

sue.” 

     ABC, CBS and NBC did not report 

on the current investigation the morn-

ing after the news broke during their 

news shows (but other major outlets, 

like The New York Times, did). As with 

this letter, the networks have a long 

history of censoring the CMP videos. 

- National Right to Life,                      

December 11, 2017 

Continued from page 11 
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Planned Parenthood under investigation by Justice Depart-
ment over sale of fetal tissue 

By Brooke Singman & Jake Gibson  

T 
he Justice Department has launched a federal in-

vestigation into Planned Parenthood’s practices 

and the sale of fetal tissue. 

     In a letter first obtained by Fox News, Justice Depart-

ment Assistant Attorney General for Legislative Affairs 

Stephen Boyd formally requested unredacted documents 

from the Senate Judiciary Committee, the same panel that 

led the congressional probe into the women’s health or-

ganization. 

     “The Department of Justice appreciates the offer of as-

sistance in obtaining these materials, and would like to 

request the Committee provide unredacted copies of rec-

ords contained in the report, in order to further the De-

partment’s ability to conduct a thorough and comprehen-

sive assessment of that report based on the full range of 

information available,” Boyd wrote. 

     Fox News has learned that last month, the FBI first re-

quested the unredacted documents from the committee. 

     Fox News is told that Committee Chairman Chuck 

Grassley, R-Iowa, and Ranking Member Dianne Feinstein, 

D-Calif., said they needed to receive a letter and be as-

sured that the documents would be used for investigative 

purposes. 

     The letter, sent to Grassley and Feinstein on Thursday, 

is a rare confirmation by the Justice Department of a fed-

eral investigation. 

     “At this point, the records are intended for investiga-

tive use only—we understand that a resolution from the 

Senate may be required if the Department were to use any 

of the unredacted materials in a formal legal proceeding, 

such as a grand jury,” Boyd also wrote. 

     A spokesman for the committee told Fox News on Fri-

day that they received the Department's "official request 

for unredacted copies of its 2016 report and we will work 

to cooperate fully." 

     In that final report entitled “Human Fetal Tissue Re-

search: Context and Controversy” published in December 

2016, Grassley referred Planned Parenthood and other 

providers to the FBI for investigation. 

     Grassley said at the time that the committee has discov-

ered enough evidence that shows how abortion providers 

had transferred fetal tissue and body parts from aborted 

fetuses for research by charging amounts higher than they 

actually cost. 

     “The report documents the failure of the Department of 

Justice, across multiple administrations, to enforce the law 

that bans the buying and selling of human fetal tissue,” 

Grassley wrote last December urging the Justice Depart-

ment and FBI to investigate. “It also documents substan-

tial evidence suggesting that the specific entities involved 

in the recent controversy, and/or individuals employed 

by those entities, may have violated that law.” 

     Feinstein, however, said in a statement Friday that the 

2016 report was only presented to the "majority," mean-

ing the Republicans on the committee.  

     "I hope that there isn't a partisan purpose in taking this 

action and that the department handles the chairman's 

request in a professional and ethical manner," Feinstein 

said in a statement.  

     The now-federal investigation comes after a 2015 un-

dercover investigation by activists David Daleiden, lead-

er of the pro-life Center for Medical Progress, and Sandra 

Merritt, an employee of the group, who both posed as 

fetal researchers and made undercover videos of them-

selves trying to buy fetal tissue from Planned 

Parenthood. 

     The recorded conversations included officials from 

Planned Parenthood and StemExpress, a California com-

pany that provides blood, tissue and other biological ma-

terial for medical research and has received fetal tissue 

from Planned Parenthood. 

     Planned Parenthood, at the time, strongly rejected ac-

cusations it violated any law or acted unethically. The 

group also “strongly” disagreed with Grassley’s recom-

mendations to refer the matter to the Justice Department 

“especially in light of the fact that the investigations by 

three other Congressional committees, and investigations 

in 13 states including a Grand Jury in Texas, have all 

shown that Planned Parenthood did nothing wrong.” 

     “Over two years ago, citizen journalists at The Center 

for Medical Progress first caught Planned Parenthood’s 

top abortion doctors in a series of undercover videos cal-

lously and flippantly negotiating the sale of tiny baby 

continued on page 7 



 

By Paul Stark 

O 
n Jan. 22, 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court decided 

Roe v. Wade and its companion case, Doe v. Bol-

ton. The Court ruled that abortion must be per-

mitted for any reason before fetal viability - and that it 

must be permitted for "health" reasons, broadly defined 

in Doe (such that they encompass virtually any reason), 

all the way until birth. Roe effectively legalized abortion-

on-demand nationwide. 

     The New York Times proclaimed the verdict "a histor-

ic resolution of a fiercely controversial issue." But now, 

44 years later, Roe has yet to "resolve" anything. And it 

never will. Three fundamental problems will continue to 

plague the Court and its abortion jurisprudence until the 

day when, finally, Roe is overturned. 

      

Unjust 
     First, and most importantly, the outcome of Roe is 

harmful and unjust. Why? The facts of embryology show 

that the human embryo or fetus (the being whose life is 

ended in abortion) is a distinct and living human organ-

ism at the earliest stages of development. "Human devel-

opment begins at fertilization when a sperm fuses with 

an oocyte to form a single cell, a zygote," explains a lead-

ing embryology textbook. "This highly specialized, totip-

otent cell marks the beginning of each of us as a unique 

individual." 

     Justice requires that the law protect the equal dignity 

and basic rights of every member of the human family - 

irrespective of age, size, ability, dependency, and the 

desires and decisions of others. This principle of human 

equality, affirmed in the Declaration of Independence 

and the United Nations' Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, is the moral core of western civilization. But 

the Roe Court ruled, to the contrary, that a particular 

class of innocent human beings (the unborn) must be 

excluded from the protection of the law and allowed to 

be dismembered and killed at the discretion of others. 

"The right created by the Supreme Court in Roe," ob-

serves University of St. Thomas law professor Michael 

Stokes Paulsen, "is a constitutional right of some human 

beings to kill other human beings." 

     After Roe, the incidence of abortion rose dramatically, 

quickly topping one million abortions per year and peak-

ing at 1.6 million in 1990 before gradually declining to 

just under one million in 2014 (the latest year for which 

complete estimates are available). Under the Roe regime, 

abortion is the leading cause of human death. More than 

59 million human beings have now been legally killed. 

The three fundamental problems with Roe v. Wade 
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And abortion has detrimentally impacted the health and 

well-being of many women (and men). The gravity and 

scale of this injustice exceed that of any other issue or con-

cern in American society today. 

  

Unconstitutional 
     The second problem with Roe is that it is an epic consti-

tutional mistake. Justice Harry Blackmun's majority opin-

ion claimed that the "right of privacy" found in the 

"liberty" protected by the Due Process Clause of the Four-

teenth Amendment is "broad enough to encompass" a fun-

damental right to abortion. There is no reason to think 

that's true. 

      "What is frightening about Roe," noted the eminent 

constitutional scholar and Yale law professor John Hart 

Ely (who personally supported legalized abortion), "is that 

this super-protected right is not inferable from the lan-

guage of the Constitution, the framers' thinking respecting 

the specific problem in issue, any general value derivable 

from the provisions they included, or the nation's govern-

mental structure. … It is bad because it is bad constitution-

al law, or rather because it is not constitutional law and 

gives almost no sense of an obligation to try to be." 

     Indeed, "[a]s a matter of constitutional interpretation 

and judicial method," writes Edward Lazarus, a former 

Blackmun clerk who is "utterly committed" to legalized 

abortion, "Roe borders on the indefensible. ... Justice 

Blackmun's opinion provides essentially no reasoning in 

support of its holding. And in the … years since Roe's an-

nouncement, no one has produced a convincing defense 

of Roe on its own terms." 

     But Roe is even more ridiculous than most observers 

realize. The American people adopted the Fourteenth 

Amendment during an era in which those same American 

people enacted numerous state laws with the primary 

purpose of protecting unborn children from abortion. A 

century later, Roe ruled that the Fourteenth Amendment 

somehow prevents Americans from doing what the ratifi-

ers of the Fourteenth Amendment actually did. "To reach 

its result," Justice William Rehnquist quipped in his dis-

senting opinion, "the Court necessarily has had to find 

within the scope of the Fourteenth Amendment a right 

that was apparently completely unknown to the drafters 

of the Amendment." 

     That's absurd. "The only conclusion possible from this 

history," Rehnquist explained, "is that the drafters did not 

intend to have the Fourteenth Amendment withdraw 

from the States the power to legislate with respect to this 

matter." 
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 Undemocratic 
     Third, Roe is undemocratic. Roe and Doe v. Bol-

ton together struck down the democratically decided abor-

tion laws of all 50 states and replaced them with a nation-

wide policy of abortion-for-any-reason, whether the peo-

ple like it or not. Of course, the Court may properly invali-

date statutes that are inconsistent with the Constitution 

(which is the highest law). But Roe lacked any such justifi-

cation. 

     Justice Byron White, a dissenter in Roe, explained the 

problem in his dissent in Thornburgh v. American College of 

Obstetricians & Gynecologists. "[T]he Constitution itself is 

ordained and established by the people of the United 

States," he wrote. "[D]ecisions that find in the Constitution 

principles or values that cannot fairly be read into that 

document usurp the people's authority, for such decisions 

represent choices that the people have never made, and 

that they cannot disavow through corrective legisla-

tion." Roe defied the Constitution and other laws that the 

American people agreed upon—and imposed the will of 

the unelected Court instead. 

    The radical (and frequently unrecognized or misreport-

ed) scope of the Roe regime, moreover, was not and has 

never been consistent with public opinion, which favors 

substantial legal limits on abortion. Millions and millions 

of Americans disagree with the abortion policy the Court 

invented. They want to have a say. The Court decided 

they could have none. 

  

Why Roe will fall 
     So these are the three fundamental and intractable 

problems with Roe v. Wade. The Supreme Court abused the 

Constitution to usurp the authority of the people by im-

posing an unjust policy with morally disastrous results. 

Unjust. Unconstitutional. Undemocratic. 

     Many abortion defenders want and expect Roe to last 

forever. It will not. "[A] bad decision is a bad decision," 

concedes Richard Cohen, a supporter of abortion, in 

The Washington Post. "If the best we can say for it is that 

the end justifies the means, then we have not only lost the 

argument—but a bit of our soul as well." 

      It's true that a legal embarrassment, like Roe, can some-

times survive long-term. But not when it produces an atro-

cious outcome that disenfranchises millions of compas-

sionate Americans who will not rest, and will never rest, 

while the Court's usurpation remains in effect. 

     Sooner or later—hopefully sooner—Roe v. Wade will 

fall. 

- Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life, 

January 20, 2017 

The Rose Ceremony: 
  A Mass for the Pre-Born 

                         Wednesday, January 24,  2018 at 6 PM 

        Rosary at 5:30 PM 
Commemorating the 45th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 

and the nearly 60 million lives lost due to abortion. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel 
47650 North Territorial, Plymouth, MI 48170 

For more information, contact:  

Right to Life - LIFESPAN, Wayne County Chapter 

(734) 422-6230    wcdr@rtl-lifespan.org 

www.miLIFESPAN.org 
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June Kohls, given by Marilyn Kohls  Friends of Life - Richard & Mary Sclabassi  Olivia Gorsuch, Hailey Gorsuch, 
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LIGHTS 
FOR LIFE 
 

Right to Life - LIFESPAN 
Educational Fund 

IN MEMORY OF:  continued from page 1 

Edna Hall & Family  Ted Konopka, given by Suzanne 
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Life  Leo & Kathy Morin, Michael Reece, Sue Scarchilli, 

given by Tom & Carol Gianfermi  James Grzecki, given 

by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Grzecki  Matthew J. Seger, Mary 

Ann Seger, given by Robert & Joan Pawlak  Floyd Vi-
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Thank you to Weingartz  
for their continued  

support of LIFESPAN! 

Planned Parenthood 

hearts, lungs, livers, and brains,” Daleiden said Thursday. 

“It is time for public officials to finally hold Planned 

Parenthood and their criminal abortion enterprise ac-

countable under the law.” 

     The federal investigation by the Trump administration 

will reopen the years-long debate on whether Planned 

Parenthood and other providers violated the law with the 

illegal sale of body parts. 

- Fox News, December 7, 2017 

Continued from page 3 

Miranda Gorsuch, Morgan Gorsuch, Nick Gorsuch, Reilly 

Burchart, Zack Burchart, given by Ken & Karen Patrosso 

 Nancy Fabian, given by Patrick Fabian  Robert I. 

Mullen, given by Dolores M. Mullen  Diane Trombley, 

Lynn Gura, given by Gerald Scott  May & Helen Leon-

ard, Beth Dipgnio, given by James A. Leonard  Felician 

Sisters, Founding Members of LIFESPAN, given by Eric, 

Eileen, Kenneth, Dylan & Alexander Brandt  Antonia 

Schaefer, given by Angela Thomson  Friend of Life - 

Gerald Gallagher  Katie Kelly, given by Dorothy 

McGrath  

Oakland/Macomb Chapter 
Continued from page 10 

when all human life will be recognized as valuable, re-
spected and protected.  Imagine, it all started with one 
bus, 50 people and the knowledge that it can be done!  
March on!! 

Idea of the Day 

Thoughts become things—choose good ones. 

  

mailto:mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org
http://www.miLIFESPAN.org


 

By Steven Ertelt 

A 
mericans United for Life today [January 10, 

2017] released its annual report about the most 

pro-life and pro-abortion states when it comes to 

passing pro-life legislation that protects women and un-

born children. 

     The AUL list is a ranking the 50 states based on how 

well each protects life in law. For the second year in a 

row, Oklahoma earned the top ranking, followed by 

Kansas, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Arizona. For the 

eighth year in a row, Washington remained the state 

where women have the fewest pro-life legal protections, 

followed by California, Vermont, New Jersey, and Ore-

gon. 

 

Most Protective States 

   1. Oklahoma (best; second year in a row; 2017All-Star) 

   2. Kansas (same as last year) 

   3. Louisiana (same as last year; previous top state) 

   4. Arkansas (same as last year; 2017All-Star) 

   5. Arizona (2017 All-Star) 

   6. South Dakota 

   7. Mississippi (2017 All-Star) 

   8. Georgia 

   9. Michigan 

   10. Pennsylvania 

 

Least Protective States 

   1. Washington (worst state for 8th year in a row) 

   2. California (#4 last year) 

   3. Vermont 

   4. New Jersey 

   5. Oregon 

   6. Nevada 

   7. New York 

   8. Connecticut 

   9. Massachusetts 

   10. Hawaii 

 

     AUL Vice President of Legal Affairs Denise Burke, 

who oversees the legal and legislative analysis, said that 

once again, legislators are using “increasingly creative 

and effective ways to protect women from abortion in-

dustry abuses.” 

     Overall, 43 states considered more than 360 abortion-

related measures in 2016. A majority of states considered 

measures related to federal and state funding of abortion 

and abortion providers.  Other significant abortion-

Report: Oklahoma Named the Most Pro-Life State,              
Washington Most Pro-Abortion  

8 LIFESPAN NEWS  January 2018 

related measures in 2016 included late-term abortion 

limitations, prohibitions on abortions based on sex, race, 

or genetic abnormalities, ultrasound requirements, and 

financial or other support for abortion alternatives. 

Four states earned AUL’s 2017 All-Star Status for their 

implementation of the goals of and component legisla-

tion in AUL’s innovative Women’s Protection Project 

and Infants’ Protection Project: Arizona, Arkan-

sas, Mississippi, and Oklahoma. Burke noted that new 

tools from AUL mean that even more laws may be 

passed in 2017. 

     “When the Supreme Court rejected Texas’ abortion 

safety standards, abortion advocates celebrated, but they 

ignored the fine print,” said Burke. “In fact, the Court 

found that such laws could survive a legal challenge if 

well-supported by medical evidence.” 

     Burke continued: “New this year is a unique AUL 

report, Unsafe, documenting horrific conditions in abor-

tion clinics across the country. This groundbreaking re-

port will equip legislators as they argue for better and 

more comprehensive pro-life protections. In addition to 

AUL’s model legislation that has been updated to re-

spond to the Supreme Court’s decision and the evolving 
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legal and medical landscape surrounding abortion, AUL 

has a draft a letter that legislators can use to call for in-

spections of abortion clinics in their states, as well as a 

new legislative resolution documenting abortion indus-

try abuses, including those detailed in Unsafe, critiquing 

the Supreme Court for putting abortion industry profits 

over women’s health and safety, and calling on Congress 

to reject abortion industry attempts to mainstream sub-

standard abortion care through federal legislation that 

makes it impossible for states to effectively respond to 

the growing epidemic of dangerous abortion providers.” 

     Unsafe, AUL’s investigative report documents that at 

least 227 abortion providers in at least 32 states were cit-

ed for more than 1,400 health and safety deficiencies be-

tween 2008 and 2016. Unsafe also reveals more than 750 

significant violations of state laws regulating abortion. 

     “It should be clear to all that the abortion industry 

operates as the red-light district of American medicine, 

fighting the kinds of common-sense regulations that pro-

tect women in reputable medical settings,” said Burke. 

“Legislators who care about the dangers of abortion for 

women and their unborn children and who are horrified 

by substandard conditions in abortion clinics will be em-

powered in 2017 with new and updated model legisla-

tion, new analysis in Unsafe, and new tools for exposing 

substandard abortion care and remedying it through bet-

ter inspections and more comprehensive health and safe-

ty mandates.” 

- LifeNews.com, January 10, 2017 

In Memory of 

Norma Hardenbergh 
June 9, 1930—November 28, 2017 

     It is with great sadness that we 

must mourn the loss of a long time 

Board Member of Right to Life - 

LIFESPAN.   The Board wishes to 

extend our deepest sympathy to the 

family of Norma.  Norma loved life!  She was a devoted 

mother to Leslie Karas (the late Tim), John (Jill) and James 

(Mary).  A loving, grandmother of Kelly, Anna, Marisa, 

Joseph and Maegan, and a friend to many.  Norma was a 

part of our LIFESPAN family - she spent many of hours at 

Board meetings, attending educational programs, sup-

porting our projects and volunteering where ever she was 

needed.  She worked so hard to try and stop the abortion 

industry from taking more lives and often times felt dis-

couraged by the lack of abortion laws prohibiting abor-

tion. But, Norma never quit trying and promoted tireless-

ly the pro-life movement and the cause for LIFE.  

     It is at times like this we remember that great quote 

from Congressman Henry Hyde: 

     “When the times comes as it surely will, when we face that 

terrible moment, the final judgement, I’ve often thought…

there’ll be a chorus of voices that have never been heard in this 

world but are heard very beautifully and very loudly in the next 

world and I think they will plead for everyone who has been in 

the movement.  They will say to God, ‘Spare them, because they 

loved us,” and God will look at us and say not, ‘Did you suc-

ceed?’ but ‘Did you try?’ 

     Rest in peace, dear friend, and may you sing with the 

choirs of angels you tried to save. 



 

1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G, Troy, MI 48084-3540 

Phone: 248-816-1546 

Email: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org 

Office Hours: MWF: 9-3; TTh: 8-3:30 

Diane Trombley, Director 

Lynn Gura, Ofc. Staff & Youth Director 

32540 Schoolcraft Rd., Ste. 210, Livonia, MI 48150-4305 

Phone 734-422-6230 • Fax 734-422-8116 

Email: wcdr@rtl-lifespan.org 

Office Hours: M-Th: 10-4; Friday Closed 

Eileen Brandt, Director 

Anne Marie Morin, Ofc. Manager &  Assoc. Youth Director 
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     I hope all of you had an amaz-

ing Christmas and New Year! As I 

reflect on the past year, I find my 

heart full of gratitude for the many 

supporters of the Wayne County 

Chapter of LIFESPAN.  Each of 

you have helped to make a differ-

ence through your donations,   

volunteering and friendship. Anne Marie and I are so 

grateful to each and every one of you! 

365 Presents 

     The beginning of a New Year is like a somewhat 

belated Christmas present that brings a surprise with 

each passing day.  365 presents, to be opened one at a 

time.  Some of those presents are wonderful—a wed-

ding, a new baby, a trip to far off places, a new house, 

a graduation, a promotion at work.  Some of the pre-

sents are not so wonderful—the passing of a loved 

one, a natural disaster like a forest fire, a disaster of 

another kind like an attack on innocent people by po-

litical radicals. 

     We never know what to expect next but that does 

not mean we are unprepared.  As we open our gift 

each day we can trust that the Lord of Life will be 

with us to help us make the best of what we are given.  

Even on those days when the gift seems the opposite 

of what we seek, there is a plan and a path.  We can 

trust that the plan will work and the path will lead us 

where we are meant to go.   

     There will be times this year when it seems our 

struggle for respect for all human life is at a standstill, 

or going in the wrong direction.  Keep walking, keep 

trying and remember that tomorrow we will open another 

gift. 

 

Movement in Motion 2018 to          
Washington DC 

     Seven buses will depart on the evening of January 18th 
filled with young people, chaperones and excitement.  For 
many of our travelers this is the second or third time they 
will be attending the March for Life.  Each time they come 
home renewed and revived with the desire to protect life 
in all its stages.  We have done enough of these trips and 
we are now seeing our travelers taking leadership posi-
tions on their college campuses and in state and national 
pro-life organizations.  These young people will carry the 
pro-life movement on to its not to be denied end point 

Luminary Kits 
     Luminary kits will again be available at our office. 

The kits include instructions, candles and luminary 

bags. Each candle lit throughout the night creates 

awareness of the almost 60 million lives lost through 

abortion in the United States since the decision of Roe v 

Wade on January 22, 1973.  This U.S. Supreme Court 

decision made abortion legal from conception until 

birth for any reason.  There are an as-

sortment of messages on the bags: “1 in 

4 Babies are Killed by Abortion”, “Save 

a heart…Stop abortion”, and 

“Adoption is the Loving Option”.  

 

 

Membership 
     Check the address label on this 

newsletter!  We were finally able to 

get the membership renewal date 

to show up with your address. The date shown is when 

your membership is due. If it is an old date, don’t worry; 

just send in your renewal today to get your membership 

back into good standing.  

Also, be sure to send your email address to: wcdr@rtl-

lifespan.org with the subject of “Pro-Life Leader”, to get 

the most up-to-date pro-life information sent directly to 

you. 

continued on page 7 

mailto:oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org
mailto:wcdr@rtl-lifespan.org


 

Wee Care 

A Program of Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund 

32540 Schoolcraft Rd., Ste. 100, Livonia, MI 48150-4305 

Phone: 734-524-0165 • Fax: 734-524-0166 

Office Hours: By appointment; Karen Patrosso, Director 

All material and monetary donations to Wee Care are tax-deductible. Checks 

must be made payable to Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund.  
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A Program of Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund 

1637 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite G, Troy, MI 48084-3540 

Phone: 248-816-1546 • Email: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org 

Lynn Gura, Director & Anne Marie Morin, Assoc. Director  

Youth Report 

     As the New Year begins and our commitment to love 
and help our moms and their babies is stronger than ever, 
I would like to share a couple of notes that we received as 
the past year ended. 
     The first card was from a group of social workers from 
a Maternal Infant Health Program who we assist through-
out the year. 
 

     "Wee Care - we can see how much you do care!  We appreci- 
     ate everything that you do for the community. Our clients  
     are always overjoyed when they receive a Wee Care package."  
  

     "You are one in a million!" 
 

     "Thank you for all your help.  We appreciate you more than  
     words can say." 
 

     "The layettes are wonderful.  It looks like each item is hand- 
     picked and thank you for the handmade items!  Such a         
     wonderful ministry!" 

     Well, the plans have been completed and the buses are 

ready to roll out on Thursday evening, January 18th from 

Troy and Livonia.  It has been quite a task getting it all 

finalized at the office, but the 2018 Youth Bus Trip should 

be the best yet!  A huge thanks to Maria Vitale who has 

picked up the bulk of the work on the trip while I had to 

take much time off to be with my mom on a daily basis as 

she recovered from a traumatic fall down her basement 

stairs.  She was in the hospital eight days and then a rehab 

facility for 35 days.  Her recovery continues but at least 

she is at home now with my dad and can have in home 

physical/occupational therapy and assistance at home for 

a time.   

     I am happy to report we have students and chaperones 

(college students and young adults, parents, and teachers) 

from the following Jr. high/high schools: Our Lady of the 

    The second note was from a very 
sweet mom and her            husband. 
 

"I am writing you in hopes that this shows 
you at least a small amount of my grati-
tude for all of you at Wee Care and all you 
have done for my family.  My husband is 
currently the sole provider for our home and 
we live on a very strict budget.  Our family 
is still struggling however, you have lifted a 
tremendous load off of our shoulders by     

     helping us with baby items for our son. With your help, my  
     mother's and of course, God's, we have somehow managed to  
     find a way.  I can't thank you enough.  I was so nervous the  
     first time that I called and you were all so warm and inviting.  
     When I arrived at the building, you greeted me with a hug,  
     you smiled at me, you held my son and played with him. You  
     made me feel beyond welcomed.  For that I thank you so  
     much. Wee Care is truly amazing and such a blessing. 
 
 

Lakes, Our Lady of Good Counsel, St. Catherine of Siena, 

Brother Rice, U of D Jesuit, Regina, and FISH (a home-

school high school group).  And, from the following par-

ishes: Our Lady of Czestochowa, St. Mary Royal Oak, St. 

Mary Monroe, St. Mary St. Clair, Saints Cyril and Metho-

dius.   

     Cool looking, 

warm and comforta-

ble LIFESPAN bean-

ie hats have been 

ordered and we have 

about ten extra if you 

are interested in get-

ting one.  The cost is $10.00 + postage, payable to RTL – 

LIFESPAN Ed Fund.  If you would like to order one, 

please contact me at the LIFESPAN office, 248-816-1546,    

continued on page 14 

continued on page 14 
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Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund 

RESOURCE BOOK 2018 
Advertising Contract 

This book will contain pro-life informational material that will be used throughout the year.  Your ad represents support for LIFESPAN’s          

educational efforts.  Please fill out the Contact below and send it to us with your remittance included. 

 Due to the difficulty of working with various formats, we prefer to receive pdf files, at 300 dpi, all fonts embedded, sent by 

email to: mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org, indicating “LIFESPAN Resource Book Ad” in the subject line.  In the case of electronic 

submissions, please send Contract and payment via post to the address below. You can also scan in the Contract and pay by 

credit card at miLIFESPAN.org/donate. 

 You may also send a hard copy, camera-ready ad.   

 If you are not able to submit camera-ready work, we will help you with your ad, just call us!   

 Payment must accompany ad and Contract.   

 Advertisers will be sent a copy of the LIFESPAN Resource Book *upon request only*.   

 LIFESPAN reserves the right to refuse any advertisement that it deems unsuitable. 

A complimentary dinner ticket to the 2018 Annual LIFESPAN Dinner on Tuesday, May 8, 2018, will be given to any individual for 

every $200 worth of new ads obtained for LIFESPAN’s Resource Book.  The ad seller’s signature must appear on the Contract 

below when the ad and remittance is received by Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund. 

Contact Person ____________________________________________________Phone (________)________________________  

Name of Advertiser/Business__________________________________________Email_________________________________  

Address___________________________________________________City________________________Zip________________  

Ad Seller’s Signature _______________________________________________Phone (_______)_________________________ 

______YES, please send me a copy of the 2018 LIFESPAN Resource Book. 

Visit miLIFESPAN.org/donate or call the Main Office to use a Credit Card or mail checks payable to: 
 
 

Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund 
32540 Schoolcraft Road, Suite 100, Livonia, MI 48150-4305 

For further information, call: 734.524.0162 or email: mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org 
 

Contributions to Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund are deductible as charitable contributions for Federal Income Tax purposes. 

I wish to publish a _______________ page ad for the  

sum of $__________________ 

 

Please run: 

          __________ last year’s ad       

          __________ enclosed NEW ad 

          __________ EMAILED ad 

 

Deadline for submission is Friday, March 23, 2018. 

 
Full Page (7 x 10) 

$305 
 

Inside Front Cover 

$355 
 

Inside Back Cover 

$355 

 

Outside Back Cover 

$580 

    

1/4 Page 

(3½ x 5) 

$125 1/8 Page 

(3½ x 2½) 

$75 

1/2 Page 

(3½ x 5) 

$175 
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 Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund  2018 RAFFLE TICKET ORDER FORM 

 Number of Tickets: ________ @ $50 each.  Total Amount: $______________ 

   Check made payable to Right to Life - LIFESPAN Educational Fund 

   MasterCard          VISA           Discover       American Express    *Your credit card will be charged by LIFESPAN Educational Fund    
       Account # _____________________________  Expiration Date _______________  Verification Code ___________ 

 Bill To:                      Verification Code is 3-digit number on the back of the credit card 
 Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address: __________________________________ City: _________________________ State: _____ Zip: __________ 

 Phone: ____________________________ Email: ________________________________________________________ 

 Signature (for Credit Card) : _______________________________________________________________ 

 Name(s) on Ticket(s) (if different from above) :  _______________________________________ 
 [   ] If sold out, please return money        [   ] If sold out, please accept as a donation 
 

Send order form and payment to:  

 LIFESPAN Main Office, 32540 Schoolcraft Rd., Suite 100, Livonia, MI 48150  

 734.524.0162  •  mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org 

LIFESPAN Use Only: Jan18 

Ticket #(s): ________________ 

Check #(s): ________________ 

 

2018 LIFESPAN Raffle 
 

1st Prize: $7,000  •  2nd Prize: $2,000     
3rd Prize: $1,000 

Have you ordered yours today?  

Only 500 will be sold and they’re going fast! 

A Night of Hockey: 
Fundraiser and Fun, All-In-One! 

Friday, February 2,  2018 at 6 PM at 

14900 Beck Road 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

For more information, contact:  

Right to Life - LIFESPAN, Wayne County Chapter 

(734) 422-6230     wcdr@rtl-lifespan.org     miLIFESPAN.org 

The Wayne County Chapter of LIFESPAN receives a  

percentage of every ticket sold (as long as we sell at least 35 

tickets); the percentage increases when we sell over 50 tickets.  

Parking is $5 and separate from the ticket. 

Invite family and friends, support LIFESPAN and head out for a 

really fun time and some amazing hockey! 

Contact the Wayne County Chapter of LIFESPAN  

directly, to order your tickets!   

Payment can be made by cash, check or credit card. 

Tickets can be picked up at our office or  

we will meet you at the arena on Feb. 2nd  w/your tickets. 

mailto:mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org


 

In Memory of: 

Norma Hardenbergh 

Given by:  

 Bev Bettega  Doug & Joann Blake 

 Eric & Eileen Brandt George & Mary Cascos 

 Rick & Laura Elder Jerry & Diane Fagelman 

 Tony & Chris Hansen Leslie Karas 

 Jennifer Hoernschemeyer Gerard & Janet Fournier  

 John & Linda Moran Luke Mortiere 

 Carmen Mosquera Karen Patrosso 

 Barb Schmid  LIFESPAN Executive Board 

Wayne County LIFESPAN Board Members 

 

Mary Catherine Husson 

Given by: Eric & Eileen Brandt 

Jason Brist 

Jerry & Diane Fagelman 

Kim Liberatore 

Wayne County LIFESPAN Board Members 

 

Bob Paige 

Given by: Eric & Eileen Brandt 

Jerry & Diane Fagelman 

Wayne County LIFESPAN Board Members 

 

Filippa (Phyllis) Casey 

Given by: Eric & Eileen Brandt 

Youth Report 
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     Please consider the love and gratefulness shown in 
these notes to be a warm hug surrounding YOU.  I am 
simply the lucky person who gets to meet wonderful peo-
ple (those giving and those receiving), who gets to “ooh” 
and “ahh” over the adorable baby supplies as I assemble 
packages and who sometimes even gets to hold those pre-
cious babies in my arms!  None of this would be possible 
without your love, support and prayers for our little ones 
and their moms. 
     May God bless you with a New Year filled with all the 
love and happiness you create for others! 
 
Love, Karen 

   

e-mail: oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org (put in subject line – 

BEANIE HAT).  I will need your name, address, and 

phone number.   

     Our seven LIFESPAN bus groups will be together dur-

ing much of the trip, going to breakfast at the Ronald 

Reagan Building/International Trade Center when we get 

in to DC on Friday morning, going to the Daughters of the 

American Revolution (DAR) Center for the National Pray-

er Service, going to the outdoor Rally in the Ellipse area 

before the March for Life, then marching for Life with over 

600,000 others!  We are staying at four different host 

churches on Friday night where we will have dinner, so-

cialize and sleep on the floors in our sleeping bags – girls 

in one area, boys in another.   

     On Saturday morning, we will have breakfast at the 

host churches and go to the Arlington National Cemetery 

for our annual Wreath Laying Ceremony.  Andrew     

Fournier (a young adult leader in the Army reserves) and 

high school students Sean Docken, Lucy VanBerkum, and    

Natalie Edmunds will be the Wreath Bearers.  We have 

applied for White House tickets to take a tour on Saturday 

(hopefully we will get approved for the late morning!).   If 

for some reason we do not get approved for tickets, we 

will go tour the U.S. Capitol instead.  We will eat lunch at 

the Ronald Reagan Building again or a cafeteria in one of 

the nearby museums, and then we will tour the John Paul 

II Center or tour outdoor monuments and memorials like 

the WWII Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, etc.  We will end 

the day at the Basilica of the National Shrine (all are wel-

come to attend Mass that evening) with dinner afterwards 

at the Fashion Centre Mall where they have a huge food 

court.  All marchers will be back in town early Sunday 

morning!  And, in the next Newsletter, you will be able to 

enjoy reading their comments about their experience plus 

see pictures of what they experienced while in DC with 

the LIFESPAN group! 

     If you have any questions about our Youth Program, 

please contact me at 248-816-1546 or Anne Marie at 734-

422-6230! We would be happy to hear from you!  
 

Lynn Gura, Youth Director 
 

 

Follow us to see what our Marchers are up! 

 

#miLIFESPAN 

Continued from page 11 

Donations have been made -  

Wee Care 
Continued from page 11 



 

Right to Life - LIFESPAN Membership Form 

Right to Life - LIFESPAN believes that human life has value in all stages of development from conception until natural 

death, and is committed to speaking on behalf of those who cannot  speak for themselves—the preborn, the aged, the 

incapacitated. Won’t you please help in our struggle to preserve respect for human life? A contribution brings you the 

monthly newsletter as well as educational materials and special mailings. 

  _______ Annual Membership  $30.00  _______ Other 

  _______ Student/Senior Member $20.00  
 

Name _____________________________________________________ Phone ______________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ City ___________________________ Zip ______________ 

Email Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please complete this form and return with your donation to: Right to Life - LIFESPAN, 32540 Schoolcraft Rd.,        
Ste. 100, Livonia, MI 48150-4305. For more information, call 734-524-0162. 

You can live on after death by helping those whose lives 

are threatened by abortion, euthanasia or infanticide. A 

bequest in your will to Right to Life - LIFESPAN will be 

used to save the lives of many through our efforts.  
 

Have questions? Please contact Charles Kleinbrook at   

248-352-9569 or MrChip1234@aol.com 

From the President’s Desk 

               LIFESPAN NEWS  January 2018  15 

Dear Friends, 
     As we enter into 2018, I would like to thank all of our 
members for their work and support of LIFESPAN through-
out the year.  I wish I could name everyone but that is im-
possible and you know who you are - I pray for you and 
thank you again for your steadfast work in LIFESPAN.  
     I especially want to acknowledge those of you who have 
come to our offices and volunteered your time on any pro-
ject, those who will chaperone our kids on the Bus Trip to 
Washington for the March, those who came out and prayed 
at the grave site of our Aborted babies, those who helped 
and supported our Annual Dinner and Luncheon, those 
that sold and bought our Christmas Cards, those that put 
up our Christmas Tree and supported the “Lights for Life” 
project, those who help at Wee Care, those who participated 
in our Annual Baby Showers, those that have been working 
on youth activities, or those who may not be able to physi-
cally help us, but help us through prayer.  As a voice speak-
ing out - defending those who are unable to defend them-
selves.   
     We do not have the big money supporters like George 
Soros but we have thousands of hands, feet, and voices who 
will sacrifice time and money to change the culture of 
death. Always know you are important to the success of our 
work.  We must continue working because the forces of evil 
are getting stronger - they are starting to lose and they are 
threatened.   
     Think of David Daleiden (who exposed Planned 
Parenthood with his undercover videos) being arrested, 
sued, and persecuted by pro-abortion lawyers & judges.  In 
fact, as this goes to print, Judge Orrick who sets on the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals & can be directly connected 
with Planned Parenthood, called David’s videos ‘domestic 
terrorism.’  David is fighting for his freedom - just because 
he exposed the atrocities of abortion providers and how our 
tax money is used to kill babies.  Not all of us will go 
through what David has, but we will be attacked and      
ridiculed as the pro-life movement continues to win. 

     Whether you do the work of LIFESPAN, work at a CPC, 
participate in 40 Days for Life and pray at abortion mills, or 
just write your legislator, you will be a target and the pro-
aborts will try and shut you up. Just remember we must 
never let up on speaking in the public square about the anti
-life movement and its negative effect on society. We must 
teach our children and grandchildren that all human beings 
have dignity because they have been created by God.  He 
created us all: male and female, those of color and non-
color, strong and weak, rich and poor, He also gave us a 
free will and the freedom to act - right or wrong.   
     Let us in the pro-life movement regenerate ourselves 
and work harder to foster a pro-life society. Let us become 
as militant, fighting for Life, as those who fight for death.  
The pro-life movement represents the ideals & promise for 
a pro-life America.  We will never go away because the 
depth of our conviction is deep within our hearts. It can 
never be changed by the pressures of the socially liberal in 
our country.  This movement will remain until all of our 
citizens, including the pre-born, have the Right to Life, giv-
en by God, and solidified by the words of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.  Do not be discouraged - we will prevail - truth is on 
our side.  Stay strong and remember that, above the clouds 
on those gray depressing days, the Sun is shining. 

 
—Diane Fagelman, President Right to Life - LIFESPAN  
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Right to Life – LIFESPAN’s 

29th Annual Baby Shower 
Sunday, March 11, 2018 

(unless different date noted) 

to benefit local Pregnancy Help Centers 

Baby showers will be held at the following locations.  
More locations are added almost daily!!! Visit miLIFESPAN.org for updates! 
Bring new or gently used baby items. 
For more information, call Right to Life - LIFESPAN at 734.524.0162 

In alphabetical order by City:  

 

Church of the Divine Child 

1055 N. Silvery Lane, Dearborn 

   Weekends from March 3rd - 11th 

 

Our Lady of Loretto Catholic Church 

17116 Olympia, Redford 

   Weekends from March 3rd - 11th 

 

St. Andrew Catholic Church 

1400 Inglewood, Rochester 

   Weekend of March 3rd & 4th 

 

St. Jane Frances de Chantal Catholic Church 

38750 Ryan Rd., Sterling Heights 

   Sunday, March 11th 

 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church 

4580 Adams Rd., Troy 

   Weekend of March 10th & 11th 

Choose a location near you, drop off some new (or clean, gently used items) and help our local moms and their babies. 

Sometimes, just knowing that there are resources available through local pregnancy help centers means the difference be-

tween aborting a baby and giving a baby LIFE! 

Does your church/organization want to co-host a Baby Shower for one of the Metro Detroit Pregnancy Help Centers, but 

don’t see your name listed? Please contact us today at the LIFESPAN Main Office & we’ll get you everything you need! 

734.524.0162 or mainoffice@rtl-lifespan.org. 

12/20/17 


